
SAPPER TENNIS TRIUMPHS OVER THE GUNNERS 

The RE Tennis Team has had its best season for several years with very good results in 

both the Summer and Winter Leagues. Having finished second in the Army Summer 

League, momentum in the squad had been building and confidence was (reasonably) high 

that the Corps could retake the Cornock Cup in the annual Sapper vs Gunner match.   The 

Gunners won the trophy on home soil last year and once again fielded a strong team 

including 2 Army level players.  Fortunately, the current Corps Team is not short of its own 

talent and were able to put together a team that proved equal to the challenge.  This year’s 

match was played on the new courts at Minley in bright sunshine and after the first round the 

scores were even, with one win for either side and one match halved.   In the second round 

the Corps took control and although the Gunners first pair proved too strong, the RE second 

and third pairs both won their matches in style to make the score 3½ - 2½; the vital wins 

coming from Lt Col Mike Thornley and LCpl Rick Cleland and the Gurkha pairing from 36 

Engr Regt of Cpl Krishna and Cpl Khum.   Going into the final round the Corps only needed 

to pick up another 2 points to guarantee the win but the Gunners were not giving up.  Once 

again the Gunner first pair won to level the scores, but another win for the Sapper second 

pair put the Corps back in front.  All eyes were now on the Sapper first pair of Capt Andy 

Brett and Lt Col Roger Fawcus (conveniently back from Sierra Leone) to secure the win 

needed to bring the trophy home.  Pressure began to tell and it took a nerve jangling 13-11 

tie-break win in the final set to achieve the victory that we needed.  After a year ‘on loan’ to 

the Gunners, the Cornock Cup was back where it belongs in Sapper hands. Overall, a great 

way to finish a very successful season. 

 

 


