
MENS INTER SERVICES ‘A’ CHAMPIONSHIPS REPORT 2017 
 
CAPTAIN’S REPORT 
 
Day 1: Singles 
 
Featuring only the top 3 players in each service, competition for singles spots is fierce, 
based on performance throughout the year and particularly at the Army Championships, and 
the standard high. The Army Men were lacking their traditional top two - Capt Ben Rogers 
and Lt Scott Sears - and not expected to come out on top. The line-up for 2017: Pte Reece 
Munnery at #1; 2Lt Alex Hadcock at #2; Capt Tristan Williams at #3.  
 
With the sun out at the start of the day, matches began on the pristine grass courts outdoors, 
which just a few weeks earlier had hosted the top players of the WTA tour. Leading the 
charge at #1 for the Army was Pte Reece Munnery, who produced some top quality tennis - 
despite limited training in the build-up to the event - to beat the RAF no. 1, Flt Lt Chris 
Evans, in a tightly fought match he was not expected to win (Chris Evans having beaten 
Capt. Ben Rogers last year). Pte Munnery’s aggressive style was too much for the dogged 
defence of his opponent, and he sealed the match 7-5 6-4. This was a superb win and a 
confidence boost to Reece, who was unsure of his form going into the tournament, as well 
as a perfect start for the Men’s team. 
 
This performance was followed up by Capt Tristan Williams, the Army #3, who saved match 
points to come through a nail-biting contest against the Navy’s James Scales, winning 3-6 6-
3 7-6 (9). This was an exceptionally tough match that required grit and determination, with 
Capt Williams grafting to the end with some impressive play - big serves and a flourishing 
one-handed backhand. Most impressive, however, was his concentration and temperament 
when the odds were stacked against him, with some highly unlucky line calls handing his 
opponent match points. This was a vital result if the Army were to contend for the title, the 
Navy being the main opposition, and an excellent win for Tristan. 
 
At this point the rain came down and fixtures were moved indoors for the rest of the 
tournament. 2Lt Alex Hadcock, standing in as Army captain and playing at #2 string, 
continued the Army’s run of form against Ciaran Losh, defending resiliently and counter-
attacking to win in straight sets, 6-4 6-4. The move indoors likely suited the Army skipper, 
having trained indoors most of the preceding week, and he capitalised on his opponent’s 
errors. Despite the score, this was a tight game that required concentration to the end, and 
finished off a great start for the Army - 3 out of 3. 
 
Capt Williams’ second match vs Flt Lt Bond of the RAF was, to judge by the scoreline, a 
more straightforward affair: 6-2 6-4. However, it was by no means easy: the RAF player 
made a lot of balls and provided few free points, requiring Capt. Williams to play 
aggressively using his serve and forehand to open up the court. A break at 4-4 in the second 
set allowed the Army player to close it out with a strong service game, making it 2 wins out 
of 2 in his Inter-services A singles debut. 
 
In his second round, Pte Munnery had a highly watchable contest with Scott Nicholls, the 
Navy no.1, who won in a tight straight sets - clinching it in a tie break at the end of the 
second set (4-6 6-7 the final score). The Army no.1 pushed his opponent at every 
opportunity, and had he played more in the run-up to the tournament there is every 
possibility he could have taken it. 
 
 
 



2Lt Hadcock’s second match was tough and attritional, Sgt Martin Ledbury posing wall-like 
defence and trying (and frequently succeeding) to force the Army player to attack and make 
errors. Struggling for energy in the second set, 2Lt Hadcock saw off the RAF no.2 - 6-2 7-5, 
digging in at the end following match points lost earlier in the set. Though the result itself 
never seemed in doubt, his opponent’s defence was tough to crack on the slow indoor 
surface.  
 
The result from day 1 for the Men: 5 rubbers to the Army, 4 to the Navy, and 0 to the RAF. 
 
Day 2: Doubles 
 
The Men went into day 2 - doubles day - as frontrunners but knowing that the Navy trailed by 
just one point. Doubles is the Army’s strength, however, and they had been well trained by 
their new coach and former top world 600 doubles player - Jonny Kinsella - the preceding 
week. Pte Munnery and Cpl Lawrence Tere, playing as the Army top pair, produced some 
classy shots to win their first match vs the RAF, winning convincingly but not entirely 
comfortably 6-4 6-4. It was a chance for the players to warm up against weaker opponents 
than they would face later on against the Navy, and a necessary step to ensure they found 
their rhythm. 
 
The no.3 pair, Cpl Dave Perry - making a thoroughly deserved debut at Inter-services A level 
- and Lt Col Roger Fawcus - a seasoned Army player and former Army A captain - had a 
tough first match against the Navy, with the Army pair struggling for rhythm. Despite many 
games going to deuce, the match gradually tipped in the Navy’s favour, the Army 
succumbing 3 and 3 following an admirable effort considering this was their first competitive 
fixture playing together. The slower hard court didn’t favour the Army pair’s game, and had 
they played on grass - where Roger’s serve and Dave’s volleys would have been tough 
weapons to face - there is every chance this would have been a comfortable win. 
 
This loss closed the gap between the Navy and Army, and the following match between the 
no.2 Army and Navy pairs was to prove a crucial turning point in the Navy’s favour. After 
losing the first set while still finding their flow, Capt Williams and 2Lt Hadcock bounced back 
in the second set with some excellent doubles, displaying skills developed during the South 
Africa tour. With the third set hanging in the balance in the initial exchanges, the momentum 
gradually shifted back in the Navy’s favour, who closed out the match 6-2 2-6 6-2. A tough 
loss that really cranked up the pressure for the final round of matches. 
 
Every match vs the Navy was crucial by this stage, and a must-win match between the Army 
and Navy no.1 pairs had the audience hooked. By this point Cpl Tere and Pte Munnery were 
in full flow and able to use their superb touch and doubles tactics to great effect, closing out 
an exceptional performance against tough opponents 7-5 6-1. Cpl Tere displayed the array 
of classy shots of which he is capable in the process - his touch being widely known as the 
best in the Army - while Pte Munnery continued his run of form, producing some scintillating 
shots himself. The win kept the Army within touching distance of the trophy. 
 
Col. Fawcus and Cpl Perry followed with a tight match vs the RAF, who were playing their 
no.1 singles player on the no.3 doubles pair somewhat dubiously, and lost 4-6 2-6 following 
a strong performance enjoyed by the crowd. The pivotal game was at 4-4 in the first set; with 
six break points lost on the Raf #1’s serve, the RAF pair gained momentum and, having 
taken the first set, were able to play high quality, relaxed tennis in the second to seal the win.  
 
 
 
 



As at the championships two years ago, it came down to the final rubber: Army second pair 
vs the RAF second pair. If the Army clinched it, they would be tied with the Navy on rubbers 
but would win on sets. If the RAF were to win, the Navy would take the title overall. Despite 
many chances in the first set, the RAF somehow held on to take the set 4-6. As in their 
previous match, however, the second set saw a resurgence of the Army pair who produced 
a brilliant display of tight tactics, quality volleys and big serves to win comfortably 6-2. With 
the match - and title - hanging in the balance in the final set, unfortunately the Army pair 
couldn’t maintain the level of the second set - fatigue setting in through playing two matches 
back to back, whereas the RAF had enjoyed a break - while the RAF found some big (and 
unexpectedly good) returns to break twice, taking the set 2-6 and handing the title to the 
Navy. 
 
Captain’s Note 
 
It was bitterly disappointing to see the title slip from our grasp when it was so close and in 
similar fashion to two years ago (where the Army also needed a win in the final rubber to 
clinch the title), but it was a terrific tournament from all of the team to put us in reach of 
victory when under strength. I would like to congratulate players from all services for their 
performances, but particularly my own team for rising to the challenge and producing 
excellent results when expected to do far less well. This was not simply down to ‘underdog’ 
mentality of trying everything and it happening to pay off - far from it. It was due to hard work 
throughout the year - from South Africa to the pre-IS training week - that has seen players 
jump up several levels, and also due to determined concentration and application of tactics 
during matches. Much credit must be given to coaches for this - Jonny Kinsella, Allan Saul, 
Mark Jeffery and others, including those in South Africa and top US coach Robert Carlbo 
who delivered a training day prior to the championships.  
 
There are many positives to take from the two days: Reece finding something close to his 
best form, despite limited training; Tristan showing newly found temperament and flair to add 
to his big hitting to close out two tight singles matches; Dave getting his first IS ‘A’ 
championships under his belt and fighting resiliently against tough opposition; Roger 
displaying a Federer-esque defiance of the years and competing at a high level with serves 
and volleys that rival the best of players across the services; and Lawrence producing a fine 
display of touch and class that thrilled the crowd in two victorious doubles matches. 
Moreover, the team atmosphere throughout the period was superb, with the Reserve players 
- Rfn Steve Barnett, Sgt Taff Williams and Spr Matt Gregory - supporting those playing 
throughout with warm-ups and constant encouragement. Any of them could have stepped in 
and performed to a high level. I would like to end by extending an enormous thanks to the 
ALTA committee, particularly Bill and Ann Herlihy and the chairman, Brigadier Darrell, who 
support the players as a team and individually in so many ways, on and off the court.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All Scores 
 

Singles Navy RAF 

Army #1  
(Pte Reece Munnery) 

4-6 6-7  7-5 6-4 

Army #2 
(2Lt Alex Hadcock) 

6-4 6-4 6-2 7-5 

Army #3 
(Capt Tristan Williams) 

3-6 6-3 7-6 6-4 6-2 

Doubles   

Army #1 
(Cpl Lawrence Tere and Pte Reece Munnery) 

7-5 6-1 6-4 6-4 

Army #2 
(Capt Tristan Williams and 2Lt Alex Hadcock) 

2-6 6-2 2-6 4-6 6-2 2-6 

Army #3 
(Lt Col Roger Fawcus and Cpl Dave Perry) 

3-6 3-6 4-6 2-6 

 


